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MINISTER FOR HEALTH — ISRAEL, UNITED STATES AND CANADA VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.06 am]: I rise to inform members of the house of a very 
productive two-week mission to Israel, the United States and Canada. The mission was to learn about health and 
medical research and innovation in those nations and to explore opportunities for Western Australia. Joining me 
on the tour were some of our state’s leading figures in health, research and innovation, including Western Australia’s 
Chief Scientist, Professor Peter Klinken; the director general of the Department of Health, Dr David Russell-Weisz; 
and the chief executive of the North Metropolitan Health Service, Dr Robyn Lawrence. The trip coincided with 
our continuing work on the establishment of the Future Health Research and Innovation Fund, a key election 
commitment of the McGowan government that will help put WA on the research and innovation map. Highlights 
of the mission were learning from and establishing partnerships with Israel, a world leader in health and medical 
innovation; attending the BIO International Convention—the world’s largest health innovation conference that 
was held this year in Philadelphia—and capitalising on associated networking opportunities to announce the 
establishment of WA’s Future Health Research and Innovation Fund and encourage investment in WA; and 
visiting the world’s leading digital control centre in a provincial health system located in Toronto, Canada. 

The mission gave us the chance to see firsthand some of the truly incredible advances being made in the field of 
health and medical research and innovation. In northern Israel, for example, we toured a medical centre with an 
underground carpark that, in the event of an enemy attack or similar emergency, could be transformed into 
a 2 000-bed hospital within 72 hours. We also learned that among the keys to Israel’s success as a start-up nation 
was its “no fear of failure” approach and the success of its entrepreneurial innovators in partnering with tech giants 
such as Google and Microsoft. Electronic medical records were seen as integral to research and for driving safety 
and quality, as was the need for an agile bureaucracy. 

In the establishment of any future health funding arrangements, the importance of quarantining money for 
innovation to avoid it being subsumed by health and medical research was also impressed on us. These were just 
some of the many insights gained from the trip, during which we also took advantage of opportunities to sell WA’s 
research and innovation capabilities and pitch the state as a potential collaborator in future research and innovation 
projects. This mission was both enlightening and inspiring. It reaffirmed our belief that WA has what it takes to 
play a role in the many lifesaving discoveries that lie ahead and it has strengthened our resolve to make this happen. 
I now table copies of my Israel, US and Canada itineraries. 

[See papers 2560 and 2561.]  
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